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Helena,   Montana 
15    November    1956 
TO:      The  Governor,  State  of  Montana 

and    Members    of    the   Thirty-fifth    Legislative   Assembly 
of  the  State   of  Montana 

In  compliance  with  Chapter  238,  Section  4-C  (6) 
Session  Laws  of  Montana  1953,  the  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation 
Commission  herewith  submits  its  Biennial  Report  for  the  period 
of   1   July   1954  through  30  June    195  6. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  F.  Neely 

Executive  Secretary 

Oil  %$  Gas  Conservation  Commission 

of  the  State  of  Montana 


INTRODUCTION 

The  origin  of  the  Oil  &  Gas  Conservation  Commission  of  the  State  of 
Montana  was  with  the  thirty-third  Montana  Legislatures  passage  of  "An  Act 
Defining  and  Prohibiting  the  Waste  of  Oil  and  Gas  in  the  State  of  Montana; 
Creating  and  Establishing  the  Oil  &  Gas  Conservation  Commission;  Defining 
the  Powers  and  Duties  of  the  Commission  With  Respect  to  Conservation  of  Oil 
and  Gas;  Providing  for  the  Enforcement  of  the  Act  and  the  Rules,  Regulations 
and  Orders  of  Said  Commission;  Providing  for  the  Filing  and  Hearing  of  Com- 
plaints Concerning  Waste  of  Oil  and  Gas,  and  for  Oaths,  Subpoenas,  Records, 
Suits  and  Appeals;  Providing  for  Financing  Activities  of  the  Oil  &  Gas  Con- 
servation Commission;  Repealing  Sections  60-101  Through  60-123  Both  in- 
clusive, and  Section  8-208,  Revised  Codes  of  Montana,  1947;  and  Providing 
for  Effective  Date."  Reference;  Sections  one  (1)  through  twenty-five  (25) 
Chapter  238,  Laws  of  Montana  thirty-third  Session,    1953. 

The  Commission  authority  and  duties  as  defined  are: 

(1)  To  require:  (a)  identification  of  the  ownership  of  oil  or  gas 
wells,  producing  properties  and  tanks,  (b)  the  making  and  filing  of  acceptable 
well  logs,  reports  on  well  locations,  and  the  filing  of  directional  surveys,  if 
made,  provided,  however,  that  logs  of  exploratory  or  wildcat  wells  need  not  be 
filed  for  a  period  of  six  (6)  months  following  completion  of  such  wells, 
(c)    the  drilling,  casing,   producing  and  plugging  of  wells  in  such  a  manner  as 

to  prevent  the  escape  of  oil  or  gas  out  of  one  stratum  into  another,  the  intru- 
sion of  water  into  oil  or  gas  stratum,  blowouts,  cavings,  seepages  and  fires;  and 
the  pollution  of  fresh  water  supplies  by  oil,  gas,  salt,  or  brackish  water,  (d)  the 
furnishing  of  a  reasonable  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  surety,  conditioned  for 
performance  of  the  duty  to  properly  plug  each  dry  or  abandoned  well: 
(e)  proper  gauging  or  other  measuring  of  oil  and  gas  produced  and  saved  to 
determine  the  quantity  and  quality,  thereof;  (f)  that  every  person  who  pro- 
duces, transports  or  stores  oil  or  gas  in  this  state  shall  make  available  within 
this  state  for  a  period  of  five  (5)  years  complete  and  accurate  records  of  quan- 
tities, thereof,  which  records  shall  be  available  for  examination  by  the  commis- 
sion or  its  agents  at  all  reasonable  times,  and  that  every  such  person  file  with 
the  commission  such  reports  as  it  may  prescribe  with  respect  to  quantities, 
transportations  and  storages  of  such  oil  or  gas. 

(2)  For  the  purpose  of  preventing  waste,  (a)  to  regulate  the  drilling, 
producing  and  plugging  of  wells,  the  shooting  and  chemical  treatment  of  wells, 
the  spacing  of  wells,  operations  voluntarily  entered  into  to  increase  ultimate  re- 
covery such  as  cycling  of  gas,  the  maintenance  of  pressure,  and  the  introduction 
of  gas,  water,  or  other  substances  into  producing  formations  and  (b)  to  fix, 
upon  application  made  by  any  interested  person  after  hearing,  efficient  gas-oil 
and  water-oil  ratios  for  any  particular  well  or  wells. 

,       (3)       To  regulate  disposal  of  salt  water  and  oil  field  wastes. 

(4)  To   classify   wells   as  oil   or   gas  wells   for  purposes   material   to   the 

interpretation  or  enforcement  of  this  act. 

(5)  To  promulgate  and  to  enforce  rules,  regulations  and  orders  to  effec- 
tuate the  purposes  and  the  intent  of  this  act. 
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(6)  To  prepare  and  submit  to  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  State  of 
Montana,  during  its  regular  session,  and  not  later  than  the  fifth  legislative  day, 
a  report  of  the  activities  of  the  commission,  including  among  other  things,  a 
summary  account  of  the  monies  received  and  expended  by  the  commission,  the 
petitions  which  have  been  filed  before  it,  and  such  specific  recommendations  as 
the  commission  shall  deem  proper  as  to  legislative  enactment  which  will  further 
the  oil  development  of  the  State  of  Montana,  and  properly  regulate  the  oil  in- 
dustry and  the  commission. 

REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 

During  the  biennium  period  of  1  July  1954  through  30  June  1956,  the 
Commission  set  a  total  of  Forty-two  hearings.  Seven  of  the  hearings  were 
initiated  upon  motion  of  the  Commission  and  Thirty- five  were  initiated  by  pe- 
titions received  from  firms  or  individuals. 

All  petitions  received  by  the  Commission  during  the  biennium  covered  by 
this  report  were  acted  upon  by  the  Commission.  Three  of  the  petitions  filed  were 
withdrawn  by  the  petitioner;  thus  the  Commission  held  a  total  of  Thirty-nine 
hearings  during  the  biennium.  As  the  result  of  these  hearings,  the  Commission 
issued  a  total  of  Sixty-four  orders.  The  hearings  and  orders  covered  many 
phases  of  the  oil  and  gas  exploration  activities  and  oil  and  gas  production  within 
the  State  of  Montana,  such  as  the  conservation  and  prevention  of  waste  of  oil 
and  gas,  establishment  of  field  rules,  spacing  problems,  water  injection  for  both 
disposal  purposes  and  secondary  recovery,  amendments  to  existing  rules  and 
regulations  and  production. 

On  the  following  pages  is  a  complete  listing  of: 

(a)  All  dockets  instituted  setting  hearings  and  all  orders  adopted  by  the 
Commission  for  the  period  of  1  July   1954  through  30  June   1956. 

(b)  All  wells  completed  from  1  July  1954  through  30  June  195  6  by 
fiscal  year  together  with  a  summary  of  such  wells  as  completed. 

(c)  A  statement  of  barrels  of  crude  oil  produced,  refined,  exported,  and 
stored  in  Montana  during  the  period  1  July  1954  through  30  June   1956. 

(d)  Natural  gas  production  report  for  the  period  of  1  July  1954 
through  30  June  195  6. 

(e)  Revenue  received  by  the  Commission  for  the  period  1  July  1954 
through  30  June  1956. 

(f)  Statement  of  expenditures  by  the  Commission  for  the  period  1  July 
1954  through   30  June    1956. 
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DOCKETS 


No. 

Dale 

Filed  By 

1-54 

7-6-54 

Fallon  Gas 
Corporation 

12-54        7-6-54 


13-54 


-2-54 


14-54        9-3-54 


Montana 

Gas 

Corporation 


Jerome  L. 
Drumheller- 


Murphy 
Corporation 


Continua- 
tion of 
Docket 
13-54 


15-54 


10-27-54      Commission 


Subject 

To  establish  field  rules  in  the 
Plevna  Gas  Field,  Fallon 
County,  Montana,  and  to  de- 
termine whether  or  not  pro- 
duction of  natural  gas  should 
be  permitted,  from  the  Judith 
River  Sand,  by  the  NP#2  Well, 
1320  feet  S/N  line  and  1320 
feet  W/E  line.  Section  13, 
Township  5  North,  Range 
59  East.  Fallon  County,  Mont. 

To  establish  field  rules  in  the 
Bowes  Gas  Field,  Blaine  Coun- 
ty, Montana,  and  to  amend,  if 
necessary,  Commission  Order 
No.  13-54,  relating  to  field 
rules  for  the  Bowes  Field, 
Blaine  County,  Montana. 

To  consider  an  exception  to 
well  spacing  rules  in  the  Cut 
Bank  Field.  Glacier  and  Toole 
Counties,  Montana.  Said  ex- 
ception or  amendment  to  ap- 
ply to  Commission  Rule  II 
(C),  Order  No.  10-54,  Field 
Rules  for  Cut  Bank  Field. 

To  consider  for  approval  or 
disapproval  the  East  Poplar 
Unit  Agreement,  Roosevelt 
County,  Montana,  recorded  in 
Book  112,  Page  249,  of  the 
Miscellaneous  Records  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  and  Re- 
corder of  Roosevelt  County, 
Montana. 

Same  as  Docket  13-54  above, 
Drumheller  Application. 


Murphy  Corporation  Applica- 
tion. 

To  hear  evidence  pertaining  to 
the  underground  storage  of  na- 
tural gas  and  condemnation  of 
property  for  such  purposes. 
Senate  Resolution  No.  6  of  the 
3  3rd  Legislative  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Montana,  directed 
the  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation 
Commission  to  study  the  en- 
tire subject  of  underground 
storage  of  natural  gas  and  con- 
demnation of  property  for  such 
purpose,  and  to  make  recom- 
mendations to  the  1955  Mon- 
tana Legislature. 


Order 
Adopted 


11-54 


23-54 


Continued 


Continued 

With- 
drawn by 
Applicant 

37-54 


Report 
and 

recommen- 
dations 
made  to 
the  1955 
Montana 
Legislative 
Assembly 


DOCKETS 


No. 

16-54 


Dale 


Filed  By 


11-12-54      Commission 


Subject 

To  hear  evidence,  on  a  Notice 
to  Show-Cause,  as  to  why  cer- 
tain open  wells  should  not  be 
determined  to  be  abandoned 
and  ordered  plugged. 


Order 
Adopted 


2-55 


17-54         11-12-54      Commission 


To  consider  adoption  of  field 
rules,  whether  waste  exists  or 
is  imminent,  the  establishment 
of    spacing     units,     and    other 


17-54 


18-54         11-12-54      C.  C.  To  consider  application  asking 

Thomas  permission    to    dispose    of    salt 

water  by  injection  into  the 
Judith  River  Sandstone,  under- 
lying NE  Y^  Section  8,  Town- 
ship 28  North,  Range  51  East, 
Roosevelt  County,  Montana. 


18-54 


1-5  5  2-8-5  5  Various  To  establish  field  rules,  to  de- 

Operators  termine    whether    waste    exists 

or  is  imminent  and  for  hearing 
all  other  matters  and  things 
pertinent  to  the  Fertile  Prairie 
Field,  Fallon  County,  Mon- 
tana. 


6-55 


2-55  2-8-55  Commission     To  amend  or  supplement  Rule 

314,  of  the  General  Rules  and 
Regulations,  Order  1-1  pertain- 
ing to  presentation  of  exhibits 
as  evidence,  and;  8-55 

To  amend  or  supplement  Rule 
203,  of  the  General  Rules  and 
Regulations,  Order  1-1,  No- 
vember 30,  195  3,  Spacing  of 
Wells.  8-55 

3-55  4-4-55  Commission     To  amend,  (  repeal,  modify,  or 

supplement  Rule  401,  "Adop- 
tion of  Forms",  and  such  other 
rules  as  are  related  thereto,  of 
the  General  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions, Order  No.  1-1,  Novem- 
ber 30,   1953.  9-55 

4-55  4-11-55         C.  C.  To  establish  a  spacing  unit  to 

Thomas  include    the    NW/4NW^     of 

Section  24,  Township  37 
North,  Range  4  East,  Liberty 
County,  Montana,  or; 
To  create  an  exception  to  the 
spacing  rules  for  the  Whit- 
lash  Field  as  set  forth  in  Com- 
mission Order  No.   16-54.  12-55 


DOCKETS 


No. 

5-55 


Date 

4-18-55 


6-55 


5-3-55 


Filed  By  Subjecl 

The  Texas        To  consider  injection  of  water 
Company  into    the    Madison    Producing 

Reservoir  of  the  Kevin-Sun- 
burst Field,  Section  14,  Town- 
ship 35  North,  Range  2  West, 
Toole  County,  Montana,  as  a 
test-flood  project  (Secondary 
Recovery)  . 


Order 
Adopted 


10-55 


C.  W.  Shay  To  consider  exception  to  well 
spacing  rules  for  the  Kevin- 
Sunburst  Field  as  set  by  Com- 
mission Order  No.  8-54.  13-55 


7-55 


5-3-55 


8-55 


5-3-55 


9-55 


5-3-55 


10-55 


5-6-55 


11-55        5-28-55 


12-55        5-28-55 


Farmers  To  consider  the  creation  of  an 

Union  exception    to   the   spacing    rules 

Central  for  the  Cat  Creek  Field,  Petro-  Applica- 

Exchange  leum     and    Garfield     Counties,  tion 

Montana,  as  set  forth  in  Com-  cancelled 

mission      General      Rules      and  by  Appli- 

Regulations,     Rule     203      (b)  ,  cant.    No 

Order  No.    1-1,  November  30,  hearing 

1953.  held. 

Montana-  To  consider  the  creation  of  an 

Dakota  exception   to   the   spacing   rules 

Utilities  for   the   Bowdoin   Field,    Phil- 

Company  lips  County,  Montana,  now  in 

effect,  as  they  pertain  to  gas 
wells.  14-55 

Montana-  To  consider  the  creation  of  ex- 

Dakota  ceptions    to    the    spacing    rules 

Utilities  for  the  Cedar  Creek  Gas  Field, 

Company  Fallon  County,  Montana,  con- 

tained in  Commission  Order 
No.  33-54.  15-55 

The  To    consider   the   establishment 

Anaconda  of    new    spacing    rules    for    the 

Copper  Flat  Coulee  Gas  and  Oil  Field, 

Mining  Liberty    County,    Montana,    to 

Company  amend    spacing    as    set    by    the 

Commission  Order  No.  36-54.       16-55 

Farmers  To  consider  creation  of  an  ex- 

Union  ception  to  the  spacing  rules  for 

Central  the  Cat  Creek  Field,  Petroleum 

Exchange  and    Garfield    Counties,    Mon- 

tana, as  set  forth  in  the  Com- 
mission General  Rules  and 
Regulations,  Rule  203  (b) , 
November  30,    1953.  17-55 

G.  L.  To  consider  amending  the  spac- 

Reasor  ing  rules  now  in  effect  for  the 

Interests  Soap     Creek     Oil     Field,     Big 

Horn  County,  Montana,  as  es- 
tablished by  the  Commission's 
Order  No.   17-54.  32-55 
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DOCKETS 


No. 


13-55         6-24-55         Commission 


14-55        6-27-55 


15-55        7-8-55 


Date  Filed  By  Subject 

To  hear  further  evidence  on 
Dockets  held  open  expressly 
for  the  purpose  of  considera- 
tion of  possible  claims  for  dis- 
crimination and  hardship  con- 
cerning: 

(a)  Brorson     Field,     Richland 
County 

(b)  Richey  Field,   Dawson 
and  McCone  Counties 

(c)  S.    W.   Richey  Field,   Mc- 
Cone County 

(d)  Deer    Creek    Field,    Daw- 
son County 

(e)  Woodrow    Field,    Dawson 
County 


(f)  Sand    Creek    Field,    Daw- 
son County 

(g)  Glendive    Field,     Dawson 
County,  Montana 

Henry  To  consider  making  an  excep- 

Vander  Pas  tion  for  the  drilling  of  a  pro- 
posed well  designated  as  Put- 
nam No.  6,  in  the  E]/2  SESW, 
Section  32,  Township  35 
North,  Range  1  West,  Toole 
County,  Montana,  as  an  excep- 
tion to  existing  spacing  rules. 

Montana-  To  consider  the  amendment  of 

Dakota  existing     spacing     requirements 

Utilities  on  the  Bowdoin  Field,  Phillips 

Company  and  Valley  Counties,  Montana, 

to  allow  the  drilling  of  several 
additional  wells  without  re- 
peated applications  for  excep- 
tions. 


Order 
Adopted 


20-55 

21-55 

22-55 

23-55 

24-55 
25-55 

26-55 

27-55 


19-55 


29-55 


16-55 


7-11-55 


17-55        8-1-55 


A.  E. 
Crumley 


Murphy 
Corporation 


To  consider  the  amendment  of 
existing  spacing  rules  for  the 
Kevin-Sunburst  Field,  Toole 
County,  Montana,  as  estab- 
lished by  Commission  Order 
No.  8-54.  28-55 

To  consider  the  request  for  per- 
mission to  inject  water  into  the 
Madison  Producing  Reservoir 
of  the  East  Poplar  Field,  Roose- 
velt County,  Montana,  as  a 
test  on  a  pilot  basis  in  creating 
reservoir  pressure  maintenance 
and  for  disposal  of  brackish 
water  produced  with  oil  in  the 
East  Poplar   Field.  34-55 
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DOCKETS 


No. 

18-55 


Date 

8-19-55 


19-55        8-19-55 


Filed  By  Subject 

The  Texas        To  consider  an  application  for 
Company  permission    to    initiate    an    ex- 

haust gas  injection  program, 
for  secondary  recovery  pur- 
poses, in  Sections  9,  10,  15, 
and  16,  Township  3  5  North, 
Range  2  West,  all  in  the  Kevin- 
Sunburst  Field,  Toole  County, 
Montana. 

Mon-O-Co       To      consider      complaint      by 
Oil  which  it  was  alleged  that  dam- 

Corporation  age  is  being  done  to  the  pro- 
ducing horizons  in  the  Fertile 
Prairie  Field,  Fallon  County, 
Montana,  by  reason  of  dam- 
aged piping  in  the  McAllester 
well  No.  1,  CNWNE,  Section 
19,  Township  7  North,  Range 
6  1  East,  Fallon  County,  Mon- 
tana. 


Order 
Adopted 


30-55 


38-55 


20-55        8-22-55 


Rothschild        To  establish   field   rules,   deter- 
Oil  mine  whether  waste  exists  or  is 

Company  imminent,  establish  spacing 

rules,  delineate  and  name  field 
located  in  Townships  8,  9,  and 
10  North,  Ranges  58,  59,  and 
60  East,  Fallon  County,  Mon- 
tana. 


31-55 


21-55         9-7-55  Atlantic  To  establish  field  rules,  includ- 

Refining  ing  spacing  rules,  delineate  and 

Company  name    field    located    in   Town- 

ship 7  North,  Range  31  East, 
and  Township  7  North,  Range 
3  2  East,  Yelowstone  County, 
Montana. 


33-55 


21-55-A    10-28-55 


Lawrence  To  conduct  a  re-hearing  of  all 

Barker  Jr.,  evidence  and  data  on  the  Wolf 
and  Richard  Springs  Area  submitted  under 
C.  Hoefle  Commission    Docket    No. 

21-55. 


33-55-A 


22-55         11-17-55      Shell  Oil  To    consider    establishment    of 

Company  80  acre  well  spacing  pattern  for 

the   Siluro-Ordovician  Pool   in 

the     Pennel     Field,     Fallon 

County,   Montana.  1-56 

23-55         12-27-55      The  To   establish   field    rules,   spac- 

California  ing  units,  and  to  consider  other 

Company  matters    regarding   the    Bredette 

Field,  Roosevelt  County,  Mon- 
tana. 2-56 


DOCKETS 


No. 

21-55 
21-55-A 
Re- 
opened 


1-56 


Date 

1-23-55 


2-56 


3-56 


4-56 


5-56 


6-56 


2-6-56 


3-5-56 


3-27-56 


3-27-56 


3-27-56 


Filed  By 

Carter  Oil 
Company 


1-30-56        Commission 


L.  C. 
Stevenson 


The  Texas 
Company 


Imperial- 
Craig 
Company 


Sun  Oil 
Company 


Mobil 

Producing 

Company 


Subject 

To  consider  extending  and  en- 
larging that  area  designated  and 
delineated  as  Wolf  Springs 
Field,  Yellowstone  County, 
Montana,  and  to  apply  160 
acre  well  spacing  to  the  new 
area. 

To  consider  further  evidence 
pertinent  to  the  Fertile  Prairie 
Field,  Fallon  County,  Mon- 
tana, said  field  having  been 
covered  by  a  Temporary  order 
of  the  Commission,  Order  No. 
6-5  5,  for  the  purpose  of  Re- 
evaluation  of  all  phases  of  said 
Temporary   Order. 

To  consider  creating  an  excep- 
tion to  Commission  General 
Rule  No.  203-C,  November 
30,  1953,  to  apoly  to  an  area 
known  as  the  Arch  Apex  Area, 
located  in  Toole  County,  Mon- 
tana, to  allow  exploration  on 
a  wider  spacing  pattern. 


To    consider    the 


for 


request 

permission  to  inject  water  into 
the  Dakota  Sandstone  of  the 
Deer  Creek  Field,  Dawson 
County,  Montana,  for  disposal 
purpose  only. 

To  consider  the  request  for 
permission  to  inject  water  on 
a  pilot  test  basis  for  secondary 
recovery  purposes  in  the  NE  %. , 
Section  19,  Township  35 
North,  Range  1  West,  in  the 
Kevin-Sunburst  Field,  Toole 
County,  Montana. 

To  consider  amending  the 
Commission  Order  No.  31-5  5, 
which  set  80  acre  spacing  units, 
by  enlarging  spacing  units  to 
160  acres.  Order  No.  31-55 
applies  to  the  Cupton  Field, 
Fallon  County,  Montana. 

To  amend  Commission  Order 
No.  1-5  6  by  changing  the 
alignment  of  certain  80  acre 
spacing  units  from  a  North- 
South  direction  to  an  East- 
West  direction,  thus  making 
said  spacing  units  contain  the 
South  Yi  or  the  North  ]/i  of 
a  given  Quarter  Section.  Order 
No.  1-5  6  applies  to  the  Pen- 
nel  Field,  Fallon  County,  Mont. 
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Order 
Adopted 


4-56 


3-56 


5-56 


6-56 


7-56 


10-56 


8-56 


DOCKETS 


No.  Date  Filed  By  Subject 

7-5  6  5-1-56  The  Texas        To  consider  the  request  for  per- 

Company  mission    to    inject    water    into 

the  Upper  Amsden  Sand  of  the 
Big  Wall  Field,  Musselshell 
County.  Montana.  Injection 
of  water  in  this  instance  is  for 
disposal  of  brackish  water  pro- 
duced with  oil  in  the  Big  Wall 
Field  but  from  a  different  for- 
mation than  that  into  which 
it  is  to  be  injected. 

8-56  5-25-56        Sun  Oil  To  consider  an  application  for 

Company  an  order  from  the  Commission 

to  compel  the  pooling  of  all  in- 
terests in  the  Dynneson  Area 
Spacing  Unit  of  the  Red  River 
Ordovician  Pool,  Brorson  Field, 
Richland  County,  Montana. 


Order 
Adopted 


9-56 

Applica- 
tion with- 
drawn by 
Applicant, 
The  Sun 
Oil   Com- 
pany 


—  1  1  — 


ORDERS 


Order  Dale  Docket 

No.         Adopted  No. 

23-54        7-27-54  12-54 


24-54  7-27-54  Special 

25-54  8-20-54  9-54 

26-54  8-20-54  10-54 

27-54  8-20-54  10-54 

28-54  8-20-54  10-54 

29-54  8-20-54  10-54 

30-54  8-20-54  10-54 

31-54  8-20-54  10-54 

32-54  8-20-54  10-54 

33-54  8-20-54  10-54 

34-54  8-20-54  11-54 

35-54  8-20-54  10-54 

36-54  10-22-54  14-54 

37-54  10-22-54  13-54 


Subject 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
in  the  Bowes  Gas  Field,  Blaine  County, 
Montana. 

Permitting  The  Texas  Company  to  use  for 
salt  water  injection,  its  N.P.  "G"  (NCT-1) 
No.  2  Well,  Glendive  Field,  Dawson  County, 
Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Brorson  Field,  Rich- 
land County,  Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Richey  Field,  Daw- 
son and  McCone  Counties,  Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  South  West  Richey 
Field,   McCone  County,  Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Deer  Creek  Field, 
Dawson  County,   Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Woodrow  Field, 
Dawson  County,  Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Woodrow  Field, 
Dawson  County,  Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Sand  Creek  Field, 
Dawson    County,    Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Glendive  Field, 
Dawson   County,   Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Cedar  Creek  Gas 
Field,  Wibaux  and  Fallon  Counties,  Mon- 
tana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Plevna  Gas  Field, 
Fallon  County,  Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  with  respect  to  the  con- 
servation and  prevention  of  waste  of  oil  and 
gas  in  certain  fields  in  the  State  of  Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  in  the  Flat  Coulee  Field, 
Liberty  County,  Montana. 

Relating  to  the  approval  or  disapproval  of 
the  East  Poplar  Unit  Area  Agreement,  em- 
bracing 34,142.96  acres,  more  or  less,  in 
Roosevelt  County,  Montana,  within  Town- 
ships 28  and  29  North,  Ranges  51  and  5  2 
East,   M.P.M. 
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ORDERS 

Order  Date  Docket 

No.         Adopted  No.  Subject 

1-55  1-5-55  18-54  Permitting  C.  C.  Thomas  to  dispose  of  salt 

water  by  injection  into  the  Judith  River 
Sandstone  Formation  underlying  the  NE  x/\ , 
Section  10,  Township  28  North,  Range  51 
East,    Roosevelt   County,    Montana. 

2-5  5  1-5-55  16-54  Relating  to  the   Commission   directing   a   cer- 

tain operator  to  properly  plug  and  abandon 
a  well  drilled  in  the  NWNWSE  Section  28, 
Township  2  South,  Range  1  1  East,  Park 
County,  Montana,  said  well  having  been  left 
in  an  open  unplugged  condition. 

3-55  1-5-55  16-54  Relating  to  the  Commission  directing  a  cer- 

tain operator  to  properly  plug  and  abandon 
two  wells  drilled  in  Section  26,  Township 
27  North,  Range  4  West,  Teton  County, 
Montana,  said  wells  having  been  left  in  an 
open  unplugged  condition. 

4-55  1-5-55  16-54  Relating  to   the  Commission  directing  a  cer- 

tain operator  to  properly  plug  and  abandon  a 
well  drilled  in  Section  11,  Township  3 
North,  Range  18  East,  Sweetgrass  County, 
Montana,  said  well  having  been  left  in  an 
open   and   unplugged   condition. 

5-55  2-8-55  Emergency 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  spacing  units 
for  the  Fertile  Prairie  Field,  Fallon  County, 
Montana. 

6-55  2-23-55  1-55  Relating  to  the  establishment   of   field   rules, 

spacing  units,  and  other  matters  in  the  Fer- 
tile Prairie  Field,   Fallon   County,   Montana. 

7-55  3-7-55  17-54  Relating   to  conservation  and  the  prevention 

of  waste  of  oil  and  gas  in  the  East  Poplar 
Field,   Roosevelt  County,  Montana. 

8-55  4-4-55  2-55  Amending   the    general    rules   and   regulations 

relating  to  Rule  No.  314,  "Presentation  of 
Evidence"  and  Rule  No.  203.  "Spacing  of 
Wells". 

9-55  5-3-55  3-55  Amending   the   general    rules   and    regulations 

relating  to  Rule  No.  201,  "Notice  of  Inten- 
tion and  Permit  to  Drill",  Rule  No.  233.3, 
"Subsequent  Report  of  Abandonment",  and 
Rule  No.  401,  "Adoption  of  Forms". 

10-55         5-3-55  5-55  Relating  to  conservation  of  oil   and   gas  and 

permitting  the  injection  of  water,  for  sec- 
ondary recovery  purposes,  in  the  Kevin- 
Sunburst  Field,   Toole  County,   Montana. 

11-55         5-3-55  3-55  Amending   the    general    rules   and   regulations 

relating  to  Rule  No.  203,  "Spacing  of 
Wells". 

12-55         5-28-55  4-55  Permitting  an  exception  to  well  spacing  rules 

for  the  Whitlash  Field,  Liberty  and  Toole 
Counties,  Montana. 

13-55         5-28-55  6-55  Permitting  an  exception  to  well  spacing  rules 

for  the  Kevin-Sunburst  Field,  Toole  County, 
Montana. 
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ORDERS 

Order  Date  Docket 

No.         Adopted  No.  Subject 

14-55         5-28-55  8-55  Permitting  an  exception  to  well  spacing  rules 

for  the  Bowdoin  Field,  Phillips  County, 
Montana. 

15-55         5-28-55  9-55  Permitting  an  exception  to  well  spacing  rules 

for  the  Cedar  Creek  Gas  Field,  Fallon  Coun- 
ty, Montana. 

16-55         5-28-55  10-55  Amending  the   field   rules  established  for  the 

Flat  Coulee  Field,  Liberty  County,  Montana, 
by  Commission  Order  No.  36-54. 

17-55         6-24-55  11-55  Permitting  an  exception  to  well  spacing  rules 

for  the  Cat  Creek  Field,  Petroleum  and  Gar- 
field Counties,  Montana. 

18-55         6-24-55  17-54  Relating  to  establishment  of  field  rules,  well 

spacing,  and  other  matters  in  the  Northwest 
Poplar  Field,  Roosevelt  County,  Montana. 

19-55         7-27-55  14-55  Permitting  an  exception  to  well  spacing  rules 

for  the  Kevin-Sunburst  Field,  Toole  County, 
Montana. 

20-55         8-19-55  13-55  Relating    to    the   establishment    of    field   rules 

and  other  matters  in  the  Brorson  Field,  Rich- 
land   County,    Montana. 

21-55         8-19-55  13-55  Relating    to    the   establishment    of    field    rules 

and  other  matters  in  the  Richey  Field,  Daw- 
son  and  McCone  Counties,  Montana. 

22-55         8-19-55  13-55  Relating   to   the   establishment    of    field   rules 

and  other  matters  in  the  Southwest  Richey 
Field,  McCone  County,  Montana. 

23-55         8-19-55  13-55  Relating   to   the   establishment   of    field    rules 

and  other  matters  in  the  Deer  Creek  Field, 
Dawson  County,   Montana. 

24-55         8-19-55  13-55  Relating    to    the    establishment    of    field    rules 

and  other  matters  in  the  Charles-Mississip- 
pian  Pool,  Woodrow  Field,  Dawson  County, 
Montana. 

25-55         8-19-55  13-55  Relating   to    the   establishment    of    field    rules 

and  other  matters  in  the  Red  River-Ordo- 
vician  Pool,  Woodrow  Field,  Dawson  Coun- 
ty,  Montana. 

26-55         8-19-55  13-55  Relating   to    the   establishment   of   field   rules 

and  other  matters  in  the  Sand  Creek  Field, 
Dawson  County,  Montana. 

27-55         8-19-55  13-55  Relating    to   the   establishment   of   field   rules 

and  other  matters  in  the  Glendive  Field, 
Dawson  County,   Montana. 

28-55         8-19-55  16-55  Amending      spacing      requirements      in      the 

Kevin-Sunburst  Field  as  established  by  Com- 
mission Order  No.   8-54. 

29-55         8-19-55  15-55  Amending  spacing  requirements  in  the  Bow- 

doin Gas  Field,  Phillips  and  Valley  Counties, 
Montana. 

30-55         9-7-55  18-55  Permitting  the  injection  of  exhaust   gas.   na- 

tural gas  and/or  air  into  a  certain  portion  of 
the  Kevin-Sunburst  Field,  Toole  County,  for 
secondary  recovery  purposes  and  in  the  in- 
terest of  conservation  of  oil  and  gas. 
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ORDERS 


Order  Dale 

No.         Adopted 

31-55        9-7-55 


32-55  9-7-55 

33-55  9-27-55 

34-55  9-27-55 

35-55  9-27-55 

36-55  9-27-55 

37-55  9-27-55 

38-55  11-17-55 

33-55-A  12-15-55 

1-56  1-13-56 

2-56  1-14-56 

3-56  2-23-56 


Docket 
No. 

20-55 


12-55 


21-55 


17-55 


16-54 


16-54 


16-54 


19-55 


21-55-A 


22-55 


23-55 


l-5i 


Subject 

Relating  to  well  spacing,  delineation,  estab- 
lishment of  field  rules  and  naming  of  the 
field,  newly  discovered,  in  Townships  8.  9, 
and  10  North,  Ranges  58,  5  9,  and  60  East, 
Fallon  County,  Montana. 

Amending  well  spacing  requirements  in  the 
Soap  Creek  Field,  Big  Horn  County,  Mon- 
tana. 

Relating  to  well  spacing  delineation,  estab- 
lishment of  field  rules  and  naming  of  the 
newly  discovered  field  in  Township  7  North, 
Ranges  31  and  3  2  East,  Yelowstone  County, 
Montana. 

Permitting  the  injection  of  water  into  the 
Madison  Reservoir  of  the  East  Poplar  Field, 
Roosevelt  County,  Montana,  for  disposal 
purposes  and  to  test,  on  a  pilot  basis  the 
feasibility  of  maintaining  reservoir  pressure. 
Relating  to  the  Commission  directing  a  cer- 
tain operator  to  properly  plug  and  abandon 
a  well  drilled  in  Section  28,  Township  2 
South,  Range  1  1  East,  Park  County,  Mon- 
tana, said  well  having  been  left  in  an  open 
unplugged   condition. 

Relating  to  the  Ccmmission  directing  a  cer- 
tain operator  to  properly  plug  and  abandon 
a  well  drilled  in  Section  2,  Township  6 
South,  Range  22  East,  Carbon  County, 
Montana,  said  well  having  been  left  in  an 
open  unplugged  condition. 
Relating  to  the  Commission  directing  a  cer- 
tain operator  to  properly  plug  and  abandon 
a  well  drilled  in  Section  12,  Township  18 
North,  Range  4  East,  Cascade  County,  Mon- 
tana, said  well  having  been  left  in  an  open 
unplugged  condition. 

Relating  to  alleged  water  damage  through 
operation  of  the  McAlester  Fuel  Company 
NP  A-l  Well  in  Section  19,  Township  7 
North,  Range  61  East.  Fallon  County,  Mon- 
tana. 

Relating  to  a  re-hearing  of  all  evidence  and 
data  submitted  to  the  Commission  at  a  hear- 
ing held  on  September  27,  1955,  relative  to 
the  Wolf  Springs  Field,  Yellowstone  County, 
Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules 
and  other  matters  for  The  Pennel  Field,  Fal- 
lon County,   Montana. 

Relating  to  the  establishment  of  field  rules, 
spacing  units  and  other  matters  in  the  Bre- 
dette  Field,  Township  3  2  North.  Ranges  49 
and  50  East,  Roosevelt  County,  Montana. 
Regarding  re-evaluation  of  Commission 
Order  No.  6-5  5,  for  establishment  of  field 
rules  in  the  Fertile  Prairie  Field,  Fallon 
County,  Montana. 
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ORDERS 

Order  Dale  Docket 

No.         Adopted  No.  Subject 

4-56  3-22-56  21-55  Relating  to  the  extension  of  and  enlargement 

2 1-55- A      of     the    Wolf     Springs     Field.     Yellowstone 

Re-opened    County,    Montana.       In    addition    concerning 

the  spacing   rules  established   by  Commission 

Order  Nos.  33-55  and  33-55-A. 

5-56  3-22-56  2-56  Relating   to  establishment  of   field   rules,   de- 

lineating and  naming  the  Arch  Apex  Field. 
Toole  County,  Montana. 

6-56  3-22-56  3-56  Permitting    The    Texas    Company    to    iniect 

salt  water  into  the  Dakota  Sandstone  (Cre- 
taceous) formation  in  the  Deer  Creek  Field, 
Dawson  County,  Montana,  said  water  being 
produced  with  oil  from  the  Red  River-Ordo- 
vician  formation  in  the  same  field.  Injec- 
tion for  disposal  purpose  only. 

7-56  4-26-56  4-56  Permitting    the    Imperial-Craig    Company    to 

inject  water  into  the  Ellis  Sand  in  the  Kevin- 
Sunburst  Field,  Toole  County,  Montana. 
Injection  to  be  into  the  producing  formation 
for  secondary  recovery  purposes. 

8-56  4-26-56  6-56  Relating    to   the   amednment    of   drilling   and 

spacing  units  for  the  Siluro-Ordovician  Pool 
in  the  Pennel  Field,  Fallon  County,  Montana. 

9-56  5-24-56  7-56  Permitting    The    Texas    Company    to    inject 

water  into  the  Upper  Amsden  Sand  in  the 
Big  Wall  Field.  Musselshell  County,  Mon- 
tana, for  disposal  purposes.  The  water  to  be 
injected  is  a  brackish  water,  unfit  for  live- 
stock consumption,  and  is  being  produced 
with  oil  in  the  Big  Wall  Field. 

10-56         5-24-56  5-56  Regarding    the    denial    of    application    asking 

enlargement  of  the  spacing  units,  from  80 
acres  to  160  acres,  in  the  Cupton  Field. 
Fallon  County,  Montana. 
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NATURAL  GAS  PRODUCTION 

JULY  1,  1954  TO  JUNE  30,  1955 

Field  County  M  en.  ft. 

Bears  Den  Liberty 35,263 

Big  Wall  Musselshell  1,786 

Bowdoin   Phillips  8  Valley  4,335,985 

Bowes  Blaine    860,903 

Box  Elder  Blaine  0  Hill  108,445 

Cedar  Creek  Fallon  0  Wibaux  3,712,609 

Cut  Bank   (includes  Reagan)    Glacier  &  Toole  13,862,156 

Devon  Toole     136,966 

Dry  Creek  Carbon 2,208,362 

Elk  Basin Carbon 

Golden  Dome Carbon 

Hardin Big  Horn  

Keith  Block  Liberty 

Kevin- Sunburst    Toole 

East  Poplar  Roosevelt   

Ragged  Point  Musselshell  

Utopia Liberty 

West   Sumatra   Rosebud  

Whitlash  Area  Liberty 


393,958 

323,290 

81,432 

538,878 

902,966 

31,974 

260 

681,719 

11,681 

.   1,272,400 

29.501.033 

NATURAL  GAS  PRODUCTION 
JULY  1.  1955  TO  JUNE  30.  1956 

Field                                                                     County  M   en.   ft. 

Bears  Den  Liberty     34,586 

Bowdoin   Phillips  0  Valley  3,442,888 

Bowes   Blaine    761,931 

Box  Elder  Blaine  0  Hill  102,733 

Cedar  Creek  Fallon  8  Wibaux  4,863,129 

Cut  Bank   (includes  Reagan)    Glacier  8  Toole  13,011,388 

Devon  Toole 212,734 

Dry  Creek  Carbon 2,100,576 

East  Poplar  Roosevelt   8,75  8 

Elk  Basin Carbon 395,778 

Golden  Dome Carbon 304,016 

Hardin Big  Horn  5  7,5  8  7 

Keith  Block  Liberty 1,064,361 

Kevin-Sunburst    Toole 1,119,752 

Plevna  Fallon    391,003 

Utopia Liberty 736,980 

Whitlash   Liberty 1,451,319 

Miscellaneous  Various    262,065 


30.321.584 
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REVENUE  FOR  THE  PERIOD 

JULY  1,  1954  TO  JUNE  30,  1955 

Natural  Gas  Production  Tax 

33,065,500  Mcu.  ft.  at  U  per  100,000  cu.  ft.  ..  $    3,306.55 

Crude  Oil  Production  Tax 

4,355,988  bbls.  crude  oil  at  %t  per  bbl.  $10,899.97 

9.846,076  bbls.  crude  oil  at  V2  t  per  bbl.  49,320.38         60,220.35 


Well  Drilling  Permit  Fees 

Northern   District 

132  Permits  under  3,500'  depth  at  $25.00  each  3,300.00 
40  Permits  under  7,000'  depth  at  $75.00  each  _  3,000.00 
6  Permits  7,000'  and  deeper  at  $150.00  each  .... 

Southern   District 

54  Permits  under  3,500'  depth  at  $25.00  each  __ 
98  Permits  under  7,000'  depth  at  $75.00  each  _. 
73  Permits  7,000'  and  deeper  at  $150.00  each  __ 

Penalty  and  Interest  Collected  

Fees  Collected  for  Copies  of  Transcripts,  Logs,  etc.  .__. 
Expense  Refunds  

TOTAL  


900.00 

7,200.00 

1,350.00 

7,350.00 

10,950.00 

19,650.00 

37.62 

2,303.75 

72.12 

$92,790.39 

REVENUE  FOR  THE  PERIOD 

JULY  1,  1955  TO  JUNE  30,  1956 

Natural  Gas  Production  Tax 

28,719,900  M  cu.  ft.  at  U  per  100,000  cu.  ft.  $    2,871.99 

Crude  Oil  Production  Tax 

4,565,988  bbls.  crude  oil  at  %t  per  bbl.  $11,414.97 

11,352,816  bbls.  crude  oil  at  ¥>  t  per  bbl  56,764.08         68,179.05 

Well  Drilling  Permits 

Northern   District 

131  Permits  under  3,5  00'  depth  at  $25.00  each 
43  Permits  under  7,000'  depth  at  $75.00  each  __ 
3  Permits,  7,000'  and  deeper  at  $150.00  each  ____ 

Southern   District 

51  Permits  under  3,500'  depth  at  $25.00  each  _ 
118  Permits  under  7,000'  depth  at  $75.00  each 
104  Permits  7,000'  and  deeper  at  $150.00  each 

Penalty  and  Interest  Collected  19.80 

Fees  Collected  for  Copies  of  Transcripts,  Logs,  etc.  1,895.93 


3,275.00 

3,225.00 

450.00 

6,950.00 

1,275.00 

8,850.00 

15,600.00 

25,725.00 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS $105,641.77 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES 

JULY  1,  1954  TO  JUNE  30,  1955 

ADMINISTRATION 

Salaries 

Secretary  $    6,000.00 

Office  Employees 22,628.50 

Inspections  and  Fieldmen  10,750.00 

Petroleum  Engineer  10,999.92 

Attorney 3,1  00.00 

Commissioner's  Compensation  1,200.00 

Cou rt  Reporters 345.00 

Janitor    143.90 

Others  322.57           $55,489.89 

OPERATIONS 

Postage  881.03 

Stationery,  Record  Books  and  Blanks  617.88 

Sundry  Office  Supplies  and  Expense  2,789.94 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  1,904.66 

Freight,  Express  and  Drayage  3  7.98 

Printing  and  Binding  2,376.10 

Official  Bonds  132.30 

Travel 9,706.97 

Rentals   6,095.00 

Legal  Publications  816.00 

Subscriptions  and  Periodicals  439.50 

Dues  to  Associations  and  Compacts 610.00 

Court  and  Legal  Expense  24.9  2 

Industrial  Accident  Insurance  305.45 

P.  E.  R.  S.  Contributions  1,293.24 

Miscellaneous  243.03             28,274.00 

CAPITAL, 

Machinery  and  Appliances  1,940.11 

Hand  Tools  8  Petty  Equipment  188.98 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 1,409.41 

Library  and  Reference  Books  183.60                3,722.10 


REPAIRS    AND   REPLACEMENTS 

Machinery  and  Appliances  96.79 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  1  1.00 

Library  and  Reference  Books  20.00  127.79 


GRAND  TOTAL  $87,6  1 3.78 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES 

JULY  1,  1955  TO  JUNE  30,  1956 

ADMINISTRATION 

Salaries 

Secretary   $    6,360.00 

Office  Employees 23,534.88 

Inspectors  and  Fieldmen 11,729.09 

Petroleum  Engineer  11,499.96 

Attorney  3,900.00 

Commissioners  Compensation  2,355.00 

Janitor    195.00           $59,573.93 


OPERATIONS 

Postage  1,556.70 

Stationery,  Record  Books  and  Blanks  108.85 

Sundry  Office  Supplies  and  Expense 2,574.78 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  2,052.82 

Capitol  Telephone  Switchboard  233.05 

Freight,  Express  and  Drayage  9.19 

Printing  and  Binding  2,308.41 

Official  Bonds  132.30 

Travel 8,790.72 

Rentals   6,475.00 

Legal  Publications  1,062.74 

Subscriptions  and  Periodicals  412.81 

Dues  to  Associations  and  Compacts 640.00 

Court  and  Legal  Expense  5.08 

Industrial  Accident  Insurance  255.92 

P.  E.  R.  S.  Contributions 1,556.39 

Social  Security  Contributions  1,205.53 

Miscellaneous  297.57             29,677.86 


CAPITAL 

Machinery  and  Appliances  38.25 

Hand  Tools  and  Petty  Equipment  162.20 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  811.15 

Library  and  Reference  Books  11.77                1,023.37 

REPAIRS   AND   REPLACEMENTS 

Machinery  and  Appliances  207.94 

Library  and  Reference  Books  12.50                    220.44 


GRAND  TOTAL $90,495.60 
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